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" R e a l ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  c o m m u n i t y
c h a n g e  r e q u i r e s  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d

e n g a g e m e n t  o f  c o m m u n i t y
m e m b e r s . "




H e l e n e  D .  G a y l e ,  
P r e s i d e n t  &  C E O  o f  T h e  C h i c a g o  C o m m u n i t y  T r u s t

C I V I C  E N G A G E M E N T



T Y P E S  O F  C I V I C  E N G A G E M E N T

COMMUNITY
SERVICE &

VOLUNTEERISM

PHILANTHROPY
& FUNDRAISING

ACTIVISM/
ADVOCACY

CIVIC
LEARNING

POLITICAL
ENGAGEMENT



R e a d  n e w s  f r o m
c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  l i b e r a l
a n d  c e n t r i s t  p o i n t s  o f
v i e w  f o r  p e r s p e c t i v e .

V e t  y o u r  n e w s
s o u r c e s .  

V i s i t  a  m u s e u m  o r
l i b r a r y  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t
p a s t  c i v i c  a c t i o n s  a n d
d e m o c r a c y .

U n d e r s t a n d  t h e
C o n s t i t u t i o n .

S T A Y  I N F O R M E D CIVIC LEARNING



M a k e  i n f o r m e d
d e c i s i o n s  b y  g e t t i n g
f a c t s  o n  p o l i t i c i a n s  o r
c a n d i d a t e s .

A t t e n d  p u b l i c  f o r u m s
o n  i s s u e s  y o u  c a r e
a b o u t .

A t t e n d  a  c i t y  c o u n c i l
o r  c o m m u n i t y  b o a r d
m e e t i n g .

S h a d o w  a  p u b l i c
s e r v a n t  t o  l e a r n  h o w
o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w o r k .

K N O W  Y O U R
P O L I T I C A L  L A N D S C A P E CIVIC LEARNING



V o l u n t e e r  t o  r e g i s t e r
v o t e r s .

V o l u n t e e r  i n  y o u r
c o m m u n i t y .

V o l u n t e e r  t o  w o r k  a t  a
p o l l i n g  p l a c e .  T o  f i n d  o u t
h o w ,  c o n t a c t  y o u r  l o c a l
R e g i s t r a r  o f  V o t e r s .

O f f e r  t o  d r i v e  e l d e r l y
v o t e r s  o r  t h o s e  w i t h o u t
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e
p o l l s .

E d u c a t e  a n d  m o b i l i z e
y o u n g  v o t e r s .

P A R T I C I P A T E COMMUNITY SERVICE
& VOLUNTEERISM 



S e r v e  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y
b y  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h
o t h e r s  t o  a d d r e s s
p r o b l e m s  a n d  c r e a t e
s o l u t i o n s .

S e r v e  a s  a  j u r o r .

C o n n e c t  w i t h  a n
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t
s h a r e s  y o u r  p o l i t i c a l
v i e w s .

G o  o u t  a n d  t a l k  t o
p e o p l e ,  u s e  y o u r
s k i l l s ,  a n d  y o u r  t i m e .

 

B U I L D  C O M M U N I T Y COMMUNITY SERVICE
& VOLUNTEERISM 



V o t e :  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d
n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s
m a t t e r !  

M a k e  s u r e  y o u ’ r e
r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o t e .  

M a k e  a  v o t i n g  p a c t  w i t h
y o u r  f r i e n d s  o r  f a m i l y
a n d  m a k e  a  p l a n  t o
v o t e !

C o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  y o u r
e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s .  A
l e t t e r / p h o n e
c a l l / t w e e t ,  o r  a  v i s i t
a r e  g o o d  w a y s  t o
c o n n e c t .

     

    

VOTE POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT



K n o w  w h a t ' s  o n  t h e
b a l l o t ,  k n o w  y o u r
p o l l i n g  p l a c e ,  a n d  w h a t
y o u  n e e d  t o  b r i n g .  

P a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o
d e a d l i n e s ,  f o l l o w  a l l
t h e  s t e p s  i n  t h e
i n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  m a r k
t h e  c a l e n d a r  w i t h
i m p o r t a n t  d a t e s .  

R U N  F O R  O F F I C E .  U s e
y o u r  v o i c e .  R e p r e s e n t
y o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

     

VOTE POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT



H o s t  o r  a t t e n d  a  d e b a t e  w a t c h
p a r t y  i n  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  

W r i t e  a n  o p i n i o n  p i e c e  o r
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  y o u r
l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r .

A d v o c a t e  f o r  c i v i c  e d u c a t i o n
i n  s c h o o l s .

I n v i t e  f r i e n d s  a n d  n e i g h b o r s
t o  w a t c h  a  d o c u m e n t a r y  o n  a
t o p i c  a f f e c t i n g  y o u r
c o m m u n i t y .

U s e  y o u r  s o c i a l  m e d i a
a c c o u n t s  t o  p o s t  u p l i f t i n g
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e v a n t  t o
m a k i n g  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a
b e t t e r  p l a c e .

   

   

G E T  S O C I A L ACTIVISM/ADVOCACY



U s e  y o u r  c o n s u m e r
p o w e r  t o  s u p p o r t
c o m p a n i e s  w h o s e
v a l u e s  y o u  b e l i e v e  i n .

C o n t r i b u t e  f i n a n c i a l l y
t o  a  c a u s e  i f  y o u  c a n ,
e v e r y  b i t  h e l p s .

S h o p  l o c a l  a n d  s u p p o r t
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o
e n h a n c e  y o u r
c o m m u n i t y .

C o l l e c t  n e e d e d  i t e m s
a n d  d o n a t e  t o  a  l o c a l
c h a r i t y .

 

   

U S E  Y O U R  $
I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  PHILANTHROPY/FUNDRAISING



 I m p r o v e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

 I n c r e a s e d  s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n

 I m p r o v e d  c o m m u n i t y  

 I m p r o v e d  e d u c a t i o n  

 G r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

 G r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  

 I n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

 I m p r o v e d  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  

 I m p r o v e d  g o v e r n m e n t

 I n f o r m i n g  P o l i c y

 G r e a t e r  i n c l u s i v e n e s s  a n d  d i v e r s i t y

C I V I C  E N G A G E M E N T  B E N E F I T S  T H E
I N T E R E S T S  I N  Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y



Civic Engagement:
To be a truly involved citizen, we must reconnect with our

founding documents. We must learn and practice the skills of civic
participation beginning with voting and moving onto legislating, speaking

out, and building coalitions to solve problems on the local, state, and
federal levels.



The Brookings Institution



STAY CIVICALLY ENGAGED WITH US AS
WE CONTINUE ON OUR MISSION TO:



 ELIMINATE RACISM, EMPOWER WOMEN

AND PROMOTE PEACE, JUSTICE,
FREEDOM AND DIGNITY FOR ALL.

T H A N K  Y O U
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